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in which important landscape artists are poorly represented, and others misrepresented

We are continually reminded that Australia at the Royal Academy of Arts is a show
by a now-you-see-it, now-you-don’t theme

about the landscape. In reality it is a kind of visual buffet of Australian art history

| context. Being Australian *
** is not enough. What use

. is this to anyone?
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Whether or not Australians care that British press aren't taking kindly to the | R
exhibition was questioned by the BBC's former Australian correspondent Nick —

Z’ Bryant, who tweeted on Monday: "Interesting cultural moment for Australia: will
O UK trashing of art exhibition be met by spasms of cringe or collective shrug of
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<C identity, because | doubt there is one. The fertility of Australian art is a product he Guardia eptember 2013
!7) of successive, unending waves of human migration, as well as part of a global
5 dialogue.

Whatever artists have to say about these issues is reduced to a few one-off _ SEEMS o be there. The horse e cattle. The d e rugged Aussie [\

gestures. | want to see something tougher and more prickly, art with more bite. one EADOFIgINE Standing on gne leg in a loinclo e bee € r00s. AbO

Australia at the Royal Academy: Ned Kelly to the rescue e - g is a bloke named B o

Adrian Searle, The Guardian, 17 September 2013 b y December 200

If the show ends on an incomplete note, it is because its art, like the country at

large, seems still uncertain of where it is going.

Australia’s day in the sun, at the Royal Academy of Arts

Adrian Hamilton, The Independent, 22 September 2013
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Party time in London, John McDonald,
Sydney Morning Herald, 19 September 2013
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By the end of the
show the tendency

to include one work
per artist has become
an embarrassment.
When | attended an
early preview one

of the London critics
asked: “Surely you've
got better artists back

in Australia?”
Party time in London, John McDonald,
Sydney Morning Herald, 19 September 2013
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ng Australian is not enough. What use is this to anyone?

but they have no context.
Australia at the Royal Academy: Ned Kelly to the rescue

Adrian Searle, The Guardian, 17 September 2013
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